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16.20.010  Contents

The plat submitted for final approval must conform to the preliminary plat as previously reviewed and approved by the governing body and must incorporate all required modifications and comply with all conditions imposed at the time of subdivision application and preliminary plat approval.  The final plat and accompanying documents must comply with the Montana Uniform Standards for Final Subdivision Plats.  Final plats of subdivisions approved for phased development must be filed sequentially in accordance with the date of their approval.

Enc December 5, 2007, Aff/Renumb/Amend Ord 465 November 6, 2019

16.20.015  Final Plat Initial Review Submittal

The final plat approval application form and all supplementary documents must be submitted to Subdivision Administrator at least thirty (30) working days prior to the expiration of preliminary plat approval.  The submittal must include, as applicable:

1. Final plat review fee;

2. A statement from the project surveyor or engineer outlining how each condition of approval has been satisfied;

3. Title Report or updated Abstract dated no less than thirty (30) days prior to the date of submittal;

4. DEQ or local Environmental Health Department approval;

5. Final Grading and Drainage Plan, including all road plans and profiles, state or local encroachment permits, and the Traffic Impact Analysis (if required);

6. All engineering plans;

7. Any county and/or city attorney approvals;

8. One 11” x 17” and one 18” x 24” or larger copies of the final plat, completed in accordance with the Uniform Standards for Final Subdivision Plats set forth in the City of Dillon Subdivision Application Package.

9. Any Homeowner Association documents, including articles of incorporation, bylaws, covenants and declaration.

Enc December 5, 2007, Aff/Renumb/Amend Ord 465 November 6, 2019

16.20.020  Planning Board Review Final Plat

1. The Planning Board must review the final plat to ascertain that all conditions and requirements for final plat approval have been met.  The Subdivision Administrator must not accept, begin processing, nor schedule any actions on a final plat submittal until a complete application and fee, and copies of the final plat have been received.  Final plat applications must not be considered complete by the Subdivision Administrator until all conditions of preliminary approval have been satisfied.

2. If the Planning Board determines that the final plat differs from the approved or approved with conditions preliminary plat, the applicant must be required to submit an amended application pursuant to Section 16.20.030 DMC.

3. The Subdivision Administrator or Planning Board may require that final subdivision plats be reviewed for errors and omissions in calculation or drafting by an examining land surveyor before submitting documents to the Planning Board for final review.  When the survey data shown on the plat meets the conditions pursuant to these regulations, the examining surveyor must certify the compliance in a printed or stamped signed certificate on the plat.

Enc December 5, 2007, Aff/Renumb/Amend Ord 465 November 6, 2019

16.20.025  Public Improvements Agreement Guaranty, Subdivider’s Bond, and Subdivider’s Payment Plan

1. Except as provided in subsections (3)-(4), below, as a condition of approval of the final plat, the subdivider must have installed all required improvements or have entered into a subdivision improvements agreement guaranteeing the construction, installation, and maintenance of all required improvements as per 76-3-507, MCA.  No construction or placement of structures on the lots may occur until improvements related to public health and safety, such as roads or fire fighting facilities, have been installed and engineering plans have been filed.  A model subdivision improvements agreement and alternative methods of guaranteeing public improvements, the procedures and requirements for securing an agreement, and suggested conditions for maintenance are provided in the City of Dillon Subdivision Application Packet.

2. If the subdivider chooses to enter into a subdivision improvements agreement, guaranteeing the public improvements through a bond or letter of credit, bids for the cost of installation of the public improvements must be obtained by the subdivider.  The amount of the guarantee shall be calculated by multiplying one-hundred and twenty-five (125) % by the highest bid.  As the public improvements are installed, the subdivider must provide a letter to the governing body indicating such, and including a copy of the engineered plans.  The consulting engineer designated by the governing body must review and certify all public improvements have been installed in conformance with the plans and specifications.  Prior to the release of the guarantee, a copy of the plans, stamped by the project surveyor or engineer in accordance with their licensing provisions, must be filed in the Clerk and Recorder’s office with reference to the final subdivision plat.

3. Subdivider’s Bond: In lieu of the completion of the construction of any public improvements prior to the approval of a final plat, the governing body must at the subdivider’s option allow the subdivider to provide or cause to be provided a bond or other reasonable security, in an amount and with surety and conditions satisfactory to the governing body, providing for and securing the construction and installation of the improvements within a period specified by the governing body and expressed in the bonds or other security.  The governing body shall reduce bond or security requirements commensurate with the completion of improvements.

The governing body may require a percentage of improvements or specific types of improvements necessary to protect public health and safety to be completed before allowing a bond or other reasonable security under this subsection for purposes of filing a final plat.  The requirement is applicable to an approved preliminary plat.

4. Subdivider’s Payment Plan: In lieu of requiring a bond or other means of security for the construction or installation of all the required public improvements under Section 16.20.025(3) above, the governing body may, at its discretion, approve an incremental payment or guarantee plan.  The improvements in a prior increment must be completed or the payment or guarantee of payment for the costs of the improvements incurred in a prior increment must be satisfied before development of future increments.

The governing body may require a percentage of improvements or specific types of improvements necessary to protect public health and safety to be completed before approving an incremental payment or guarantee plan under this subsection for purposes of filing a final plat.  The requirement is applicable to an approved preliminary plat. (MCA Section 76-3-507).

Enc December 5, 2007, Amended Ord 433-A June 19, 2013, Aff/Renumb/Amend Ord 465 November 6, 2019

16.20.030  Amending Approved Preliminary Plats Before Final Plat Approval

If the subdivider proposes to change the preliminary plat after the preliminary plat approval but before the final plat approval, the subdivider must submit the proposed changes to the Subdivision Administrator for review, no later than three (3) working days before a Planning Board meeting.

1. Within five (5) working days of receiving the proposed changes, the Subdivision Administrator must determine whether the changes to the preliminary plat are material pursuant to the items listed below.

2. If the Subdivision Administrator determines the changes are not material, the Subdivision Administrator must accept the changes and immediately notify the subdivider, the Planning Board and the governing body of the decision, in writing.

3. If the Subdivision Administrator determines the changes are material, the subdivider shall be required to begin the subdivision review process again, starting with the Pre-Application meeting, and require payment of a new application fee.  The following changes, although not an exhaustive list, shall be considered material:

a. configuration or number of lots;

b. road layout;

c. water, sewer, and/or drainage information;

d. configuration of park land or open spaces;

e. easement provisions;

f. designated access;

g. change to conditions of approval; or

h. the design elements for fire, health and public safety improvements.

4. A subdivider whose proposed changes to the preliminary plat have been deemed material by the Subdivision Administrator may appeal the decision to the Planning Board by written notice within ten (10) working days.  The subdivider may request a hearing, and may submit additional evidence to show that the changes to the preliminary plat are not material.

5. If the subdivider and Planning Board determine that a condition of approval is illegal or impossible to comply with due to circumstances outside the subdivider’s control, economic hardship notwithstanding, the condition may be reviewed by the governing body through a properly noticed public hearing in order to determine if the condition may be waived or amended.

Enc December 5, 2007, Aff/Renumb/Amend Ord 465 November 6, 2019

16.20.035  Final Plat Approval By The Governing Body

1. The governing body must examine every final subdivision plat and must approve it if it conforms to the conditions of preliminary plat approval and to the terms of the MSPA and these regulations, or deny it pursuant to (3) below.

2. If the final plat is approved, the governing body must certify its approval on the face of the final plat.  When applicable, a certificate of the governing body expressly accepting any dedicated land, easements, or improvements will be filed with the final plat.

3. If the final plat is denied, the governing body must issue a finding stating the reason for denial, under the regulations or statute and forward a copy to the subdivider.  The governing body will return the final plat to the subdivider within ten (10) working days of the action.  The subdivider may then make any necessary corrections and resubmit the final plat for approval. (76-3-611, MCA)

Enc December 5, 2007, Aff/Renumb/Amend Ord 465 November 6, 2019

16.20.040  Inaccurate Information

The governing body may withdraw approval of a final plat if it determines that material information submitted by the subdivider is inaccurate.

Enc December 5, 2007, Aff/Renumb/Amend Ord 465 November 6, 2019

16.20.045  Final Plat Filing

After it is approved, the final plat may not be altered in any manner except as provided in Section 16.20.050 DMC.  The County Clerk and Recorder may not accept any plat for filing that does not bear the governing body’s approval in proper form or that has been altered.

Enc December 5, 2007, Aff/Renumb/Amend Ord 465 November 6, 2019

16.20.050  Amending Final Plats

1. Changes that materially alter any portion of a filed plat, its land divisions or improvements, or that will modify the approved use of land within the subdivision, must be made by filing an amended plat showing all alterations.

2. The following changes must be reviewed, and approved by the governing body for major or minor subdivisions as appropriate:

a. Any alteration which increases the number of lots or modifies six or more lots,

b. Abandons or alters a public road right-of-way or,

c. Alters parkland dedication.

3. The governing body may not approve an amended final plat without the written consent of the owners and lien holders of all lots which will be modified by the proposed amendment.

4. The governing body may not approve an amendment that will place a lot in non-conformance with the standards contained in Section 16.40.010 DMC of these regulations or with local zoning regulations unless the governing body holds a public hearing on the amendment and issues a written variance from the standards pursuant to Section 16.70.015 DMC, Variances.

5. The final amended plat submitted for approval must comply with the requirements for final subdivision plats under the Uniform Standards for Filing Final Plats.

Enc December 5, 2007, Aff/Renumb/Amend Ord 465 November 6, 2019
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